
Photos from top, left: wetland creation near Long Preston Deeps; Gareth Jones and seasonal survey assistant, Stephen Harrison, electrofishing; wood-

land created at Mere Beck; members of the Loud Facilitation Group soil sampling; Volunteer, Stephanie Peay, tree planting; Babies Overboard produc-

tion (photographed by Horse & Bamboo); monitoring activity at Lower Darwen Weir; school group on a river walk  salmon taking a leap at Stainforth 

Foss. 

Shoaling schools of young fry migrate to the HLF 

30 teachers from 12 new schools have signed up to our ambitious schools’ programme making it the country’s most diverse 

river themed educational initiative. Varied Geography, Science, Art, and Music themes—

all with detailed teaching resources, RRT staff support and merry parades—encouraged 

teachers in bringing rivers to their classrooms!  A local volunteer has even learnt to 

deliver lessons and lead river walks himself. By continuing his support of the project he 

will bring the programme to his home 

town during his retirement. 

Participating teachers over the last 

eighteen months have floated on water 

in their praise or desire to trial the pro-

gramme. Two new, specially created 

‘River Detectives’ days were trialled in 

Burnley and Clitheroe this year to great 

adulation and will be rolled out during 

the delivery phase. 

“Super group activity which widened children’s knowledge.” Teacher at Edisford  Primary  

School, Clitheroe. 

“I’ve learnt lots of new river words and about how rivers work. And that we need to help 

the river become more natural and do things like planting trees.” Year 5 pupil 

Importantly, all of our work so far has drawn children and teachers out of the classroom 

to discover their environment: an action core to the Ribble Life Together ethos. 

Babies Over board 

Expanding our young audience to pre-school children, we have partnered with the Horse + Bamboo Theatre to develop outreach 

and performance events that encourage interactive play and learning, for both children and parents.  At our trial of this activity  

232 children and adults attended, enjoyed and learned about the importance of water and rivers. 

Just to say we had an amazing time. The 

show was mesmerizing. Hope you bring 

more shows to the Fylde as we will be 

attending.—Kirstie (parent) 

 

To achieve a healthier water environment for the Ribble catchment 

that will bring economic and social benefits for all, Ribble Rivers 

Trust has begun developing novel learning opportunities, engaging 

with our local communities, measuring current conditions and re-

cording successes.  With our development phase reaching its close, 

the details of our memorable, fun experiences, and achievements 

thus far have been summarised below: 

Evaluating activities and achievements     
 



Community co-operation clears the path after Royal inundation 

In commemoration of the Queen’s Jubilee and in preparation for the visit of Prince Harry in 2016, the RRT teamed 

up with locals from the stricken Whalley and Billington areas of the River Calder flooded by the December 2015 

storms. Led by local charities, Whalley-in-Bloom, the Womens’ Institute, Cub-scouts, Brownies and public volun-

teers, and supported by A1 skips, two 10 tonne skips were filled, an eroded footpath cleared and re-surfaced and 

a damaged bridge cleared. In a further call to arms, the RRT also helped with moving furniture for the Whalley Li-

ons Club as flood victims started to return to their homes. Whalley C of E Primary School joined in with our suc-

cessful Rivers in the Classroom programme and through use of our river table we were able to explain how floods 

occur and how we are setting out to help. 

This was a hugely successful event for which ninety volunteers gave up their Saturday to 

make a huge visual improvement to the landscape, improve public access and create a 

sense of well-being during an otherwise difficult time. Organiser and Head of Whalley-in-

Bloom, Rose Dykes commented, “What a wonderful mornings work, we had lovely weather 

and so many volunteers to help. The improvements to the footpath, river bank, Abbey and 

Old Sol's Bridge are amazing. Over 90 (yes Ninety) volunteers turned up, all ages, all willing 

to tackle various jobs.Thank you all!! “ . 

….while Melissa Thorpe of Ribble Valley Borough Council offered, “Thank you to the Rivers 

Trust for getting involved and helping to make it happen…I have never known a village rally 

round like Whalley has done following the floods, it’s amazing.” 

During the development phase of the RLT project, the RRT engaged with new 

audiences and trialled a further six clean up events working alongside local 

angling clubs, businesses, historians, conservation and natural history 

groups. The events were largely in response to the aftermath of the 2015 

flooding, drawing together river users and local communities to readdress 

litter problems along the Ribble and the estuary.  It also gave us an oppor-

tunity to engage and gather valuable feedback for the delivery phase.  The 

event was covered by reporters of the Lancashire Evening Post and in time to 

witness the mighty Ribble tidal bore roll in! 

Getting dirty feet and wet hands Together 

The successful development of Ribble Life Together has in no small part been down to the partnership 

approach and all the individuals associated, including the project & RRT staff , Partnership Board, Task 

groups and importantly community groups.  All have been supportive in helping make the project hap-

pen, but also in making it better.  This is largely due to the enthusiasm to make the Ribble Catchment a 

better place for everyone, and a willingness and desperation to get dirty feet and wet hands. 

Ribble Life Partnership board visiting project sites including an impromptu “Balsam Bash” 

 

 



Raising the heights for Oakenshaw  

Tackling 14 barriers to migration demanded bespoke solutions that are unique to the shape and river form of each site. This 

required employing specialist consultants to help us find and design these solutions.  The merits of these designs will be meas-

ured through following the behaviours of independent fish to see if they can swim through them. Collecting brown trout using 

electric fishing, we aim to tag and release each downstream of the fish easement. Attaching two copper loops on the pass to 

act as aerials, the movement of the tag and therefore where the trout will be detected. The technique has been used success-

fully to measure the success of previous designs to the level we can time the fishes’ journeys! As we tackle bigger weirs during 

the delivery phase, such as Oakenshaw weir on the River Hyndburn, the RLT partnership will use volunteers to help use this 

technique and record fish behaviours. 

 

 

Cultivating improvements to estuary water 

Public health at our regions beaches is driven by our Government’s commitment to meet the 

standards as set out by the EU Bathing Water Directive. Searching for ways to help achieve this, 

the RRT led a programme of water sampling, provided advice to farmers over land and farm 

management practices as well as how to attract funds to pay for making the change. Starting 

in May, 2015 the RRT sampled thirteen tributaries of the Ribble to identify the main priorities 

for targeted work. The first year’s (2015) data helped detect the tributaries with the highest 

bacteria readings. This year we increased sampling of them and upon five farms looking to tack-

le the problems themselves. The main aim being that excluded farm animals, as well as farm 

wastes and run-off would lead to a reduction in organic wastes arriving in local water courses. 

As the work is completed we hope to show reduced bacteria levels to estuarine  Bathing Water 

standards. 

Work placements have helped with the collection of water samples and use of procedures re-

quired to reduce contamination. The experience has helped connect budding environmental scientists to the challenges 

posed in meeting stringent standards. Public interest and the RLT presence in the tidal Ribble area has steadily risen during 

the development phase leading us to increase our range of events and schools with whom we work.  

Taking a fish-eye view  

Collaborating with partners, we have developed and trialled a range of activites to get a fish 

eye view of local rivers. From underwater films and photography, to animations and augment-

ed reality Ribble Life Together will help to give a view of the hidden world of rivers—both their 

beauty and their problems.  

Are our rivers a public convenience? 

Four hundred and three public respondents have told us about their knowledge of rivers and the Ribble catchment.  Ques-

tionnaire feedback obtained during our volunteer days, public exhibitions, pop-up stands along popular walking routes and 

community presentations helped us to develop RLT, but also give us a starting point to see how RLT performs. Interestingly, 

many river users know their local rivers’ names and visit weekly but have little knowledge of their current condition (see 

charts). Lack of river access, pollution problems and flood risk are the top three concerns amongst the public.  

  

The presence of wildlife and good amenity value were recognised as the main river health indicators and reasons to visit rivers. 

Almost all would like to see more wildlife and amenities, with greater interpretation and signage for boosting theirs’ and oth-

ers’ knowledge.  Angling and walking are the most popular river activities, with two thirds of respondents regularly visiting riv-

ers they feel are in good condition. We aim to contact respondents after completion of the activities scheduled to see how 

their knowledge of rivers has changed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Five-star feedback for Ribble Life Together  

From the feedback of fifty-two attendees at public events held throughout RLT’s development 

phase, we received excellent reviews. Despite two thirds of people having never previously 

attended an RRT activity, we received highest commendations for the activities we offered, 

participants’ enjoyment of them, and the venues we selected. Email notifications prove our 

most popular method of communication about upcoming events and since May 2015, our 

number of volunteers and social media followers have steadily risen. There have been 177 new 

Facebook followers and 39 new Twitter follows in this time. 

Events summary: During the development phase we have assessed 15 circular walks; trialled 7 

river clean up events; designed and installed 3 interpretation boards; and hosted 5 work ex-

perience placements. In total, 556 volunteers have attended volunteer events  and 75 new 

volunteers have signed up. This includes one volunteer who has contributed 1 years’ worth 

of educational activities of the Rivers in the Classroom programme across Primary Schools in 

the Blackburn, Accrington and Burnley areas of the 

catchment.    

 

  



Fly me a river 

To capture the scale and development of our woodland planting and wetland creation projects, the RRT has taken to the skies to 

film the surrounding landscapes. Our first aerial drone flights have now grounded and Air Traffic Control remains poised for the 

delivery phase! We are confident of the results with some superb videos giving us a new view of our work. The first video posted 

on to the RRT YouTube channel in May this year immediately attracted 50 public views. With 30 planned woodlands we are excit-

ed by the prospects of watching further flights over woodlands and wetlands as they grow. Each flight is logged in the drone’s 

memory making it capable of retracing its path for filming the development of woodlands and wetlands over time. The novel per-

spective and sense of scale is already captivating audiences at our events. By flying overhead there is minimal disturbance to 

wildlife too!  

Let’s slow rain draining through the plain!     

The extreme weather and flooding of recent winters has displaced locals from their homes. With issues of climate change an-

ticipated to bring larger, more frequent storms in future, inevitably more flood protection for homes will be sought. Slowing 

the flow of water from land into rivers is one possible solution.  

Teaming up with local water tech firm, Detectronic of Colne, our partner-

ship is now beaming live water level information from a future wetland 

site near Accrington to a new project website. For the first time, such in-

formation is available to all, providing a chance for the public to see what 

type of benefits our wetland creation provides—as they happen.  

Using Detectronic’s experience and technologies, rainfall and the water 

levels flowing off the surrounding moors are recorded at two locations. 

The amounts are logged and the data transmitted to the Detectronic office 

and uploaded to the internet. This is important because we can compare 

how quickly water drains from the land after a storm event. After the wet-

land has been completed we will repeat the study and compare the data. 

Success would result in lower water levels flowing out of the wetland. 

In addition, new species of wildlife will be expected to colonise the wet-

lands that are created. Local landowners have been very supportive of the 

project, permitting use of their land but also promoting the concept of us-

ing the new wetland as a teaching resource that local schools can use. 

Detectronic have provided and will continue to provide a significant 

amount of their own time, and equipment.  Their expertise combined with 

support from Leeds University will really help us to evaluate natural flood 

risk management.  

A poem for the Calder 

 

The Calder flows 

With highs and lows 

Its current never stops. 

Calm and tranquil most days 

Even through heavy raindrops. 

 

But conditions shift 

Causing a mighty rift 

Dark clouds gather overhead. 

Weather alters the river’s mood 

As it fills the land full of dread. 

 

A riverbank home 

With fields to roam 

Until flooding creeps near. 

But leaving is never an option 

As water rises and fills you with fear. 

 

A natural flood 

This cycle is good 

Until an atmospheric extreme 

Humans change the environment 

Precipitating problems further downstream. 

 

Find a solution 

To prevent pollution 

Make sure rivers are surviving 

Plant trees to prevent erosion 

In the aftermath of the floods in Whalley, the RRT Education Project Officers in partnership with Ribble Valley Council went 

to find out how the floods impacted 200 local children and what their river meant to them through creative activities de-

signed to engage and educate children and parents.  The success of this trial activity has embedded the approach in the Edu-

cation programme. 

“This project has been a fantastic way to end the year, not only has it allowed the children to show off 

their creative writing skills, it’s also got them thinking about an important local issue, one that affected 

lots of people.“ - Jessica Robb Class Teacher, Whalley Primary School. 



Blogs, stock and cue planting of laurels 

The RRT has welcomed 9 work placement students, inviting each to write of their experiences in 

RRT’s blog. The students have helped in a range of outdoor activities, helping with ecological sur-

veys, tree planting and water sampling. The placements provide a unique opportunity to develop 

work experience and promote their own careers whilst helping us acquire the data for our evalu-

ations. Erin Sharpe, a student at Clitheroe Grammar, reported that, “All in all, this week has given 

me the chance to meet some wonderful and dedicated people who truly care about our rivers and 

the impact we have upon them, as well as get up close and personal with those that make the river 

their home, and learn more about them, and their mysterious watery world. “ 

Rivers Trust augments Natural Rivers? 

Viewers of our YouTube channel can now enter our river reality using a pair of Google Cardboard glasses. The  use of 

‘Augmented Reality’ technologies has especially attracted the attention of families visiting our stand at Agricultural fairs and 

events, drawing smiles and positive attention. Whilst testing the glasses at Myerscough College, one tutor commented, “it was 

ideal for young people to get them to interact with what’s around them”. After recording the 360o films whilst walking upriver, 

the RRT then annotated the footage and posted this online. Google Cardboard then presented the medium to view the footage 

within a 360o panorama. The new perspective will be used  to attract new audiences to rivers at a time when Augmented Reali-

ty technology is arriving in the mainstream.  

 

Lets talk Rivers…. 

13 audio recordings of local community experiences of rivers have been made by 

RLT Programme Manager, Harvey Hamilton-Thorpe supported by Steve Fairclough. 

The recordings convey local histories, natural observations and experiences all to a 

river sounds backing troupe. They are to be linked to other activities delivered under 

the RLT, such as interpretation, podcasts and short films to provide online and on 

foot visitors with a more enriching experience of rivers. Led groups of walkers and 

online visits accessing the recordings will be asked to give their feedback and the RRT 

will measure the number of downloads that are accessed via our website. 

Where can you find a place like this? 

Geocaching is a world wide phenomena successfully leading the general public in to discovering 

more about their local environments. Taking this ethos and developing the caches such that 

they coincide with our circular walks and river themes adds to the intrigue of rivers and encour-

ages people to enjoy and celebrate some of our secret and hidden river features. Keeping in line 

with the  Geocachers’ Code of Conduct we’ll revisit our new geocaches to seek directly recorded 

feedback. During the development phase we have come to find new locations off the beaten 

track that will pose fresh challenges to people of all abilities leading them to new parts of the 

catchment. We could say and show you more but where would the fun of discovering the hidden 

Ribble be in that! 

Boosting Bashall Brook’s Biodiversity 

Water quality and habitat conditions along Bashall Brook, near Clitheroe, 

have long needed improvement. Assigned a ‘moderate’ status condition un-

der the EU Water Framework Directive, the impacts of cattle and slurry  

wastes have led to the current condition. Previous fence lining work has 

washed out leaving the old fences proud. Old flood protection measures ac-

celerate riverbank erosion. A weir delays fish trying to migrate upstream. 

Visually, the river lacks vegetation and is overgrown by invasive plants. Cue 

RLT! 

With the local landowner and manager on board, the opportunity to restore 

the brook has been welcomed. This has galvanized local naturalists, histori-

ans and schools to get involved.  Local knowledge has already uncovered 

the presence of an old mill fed by the river and an old weir that presents a 

barrier to fish migration. Historic maps abound and the RRT has begun to 

unfurl the mysteries behind this riverscape and will present the subject 

matter via other RLT activities such as the short films and Talking Rivers. 

The project for Bashall Brook was testing of corporate team building days and was 

held for sixty United Utilities employees, as organised and supported by the RRT. On 

the day, the team removed failing fence lines, installed brash bundles and planted 

willow whips to protect the riverbanks. The event was even covered by UU’s corpo-

rate news channel on YouTube, receiving ninety-one views. With the range of restor-

ative works that are planned, the brook provides a key case study for incoming re-

searchers, the RLT partnership and its academic partners. 

In Wild Trout we Trust 

The RRT embarked on a series of ecological surveys along Bashall Brook with 

fishy consultants, the Wild Trout Trust and Lancaster University to monitor 

our woodlands, fish easements and wetland. Electric fishing and kick sam-

pling of the brook was also carried out upon sections of the River Calder 

above Burnley where samples of algae, leaf litter, aquatic plants, macroin-

vertebrates, fish and their consumers were also collected. At both sites, fish 

easements are planned for the delivery stage. Not even the onset of dark-

ness could distract a hardy sampling team ably assisted by the head keeper. 

The team will use radio isotope analysis to measure before and after affects 

of the works and produce simple & accessible diagrams to show changes. 

Cool run-ins  

Collaborating with the Universities of Manchester and Poitiers, the RRT 

is working to abridge the gap between laboratory research and the real 

world environment. Supporting PhD researcher, Karlina Ozolina we in-

stalled water temperature loggers on Bashall and Rathmell brooks to 

identify the temperature extremes that Brown Trout experience over 

the course of a year. The same range of temperatures were applied in a 

Manchester laboratory to investigate their impacts on fish physiology 

and function. Warming summer temperatures within the measured 

range resulted in unsustainable cell processes that could be potentially 

fatal to wild trout. Now, as an extension of this research we will be 

planting riverside woodlands and re-recording subsequent water tem-

peratures to see how they’re affected by shade created by new wood-

land, as well as improving river habitat along Bashall Brook. 



Helping soils to breathe more easily 

Where agricultural land is overworked it may tighten the structure of the soil. Rather 

than water draining through the soil it may then flow over it, reaching water courses 

quicker and taking soil with it. Good for neither farmer, nor river. To quickly convey this 

message to farm groups, we have trialled the use of a simple experiment, adopted from 

the Wild Trout Trust. A hollowed tin can is set in the soil either side of a water course 

fence line and is then filled with water. The water in the can drains into the soil on the 

fenced off side, exhibiting a less compacted and therefore more valuable soil than the 

other.  

This extremely visual approach to evaluation is informative and engaging for the publc 

and farmers combined, and will aid in demonstrating the importance of land manage-

ment to provide valuable services, such as flood risk reduction, and improved ecology 

Loud ‘n’ Proud 

Leading a training programme for farmers of the River Loud catchment area and their families, The Farm Training Advisor is 

introducing new conservation and land management practice ideas. Invited partners & experts have thrown light on how 

these techniques help farmers combine farming with providing benefits for the wider environment. By encouraging farmers to 

favour water friendlier ways of working, farmers are more likely to consider 

change. The benefits to local wildlife have been observed on evening walks, 

to the enjoyment of the wider, local community and next generations. Even 

with the farmers busy working schedules, the group sessions have been well 

attended with early feedback suggesting the message is bringing about a 

change in mindset… 

“Training for Land Manager in 

Diffuse Pollution in such a way that it improves the environment and helps 

promote sustainable businesses is both much needed AND long over due”. 

 Land Manager, Charlie Yorke. Sep, 2015. 

Studying the development of the group and the attitudes and perceptions of 

the  farmers is University of Liverpool researcher and fellow farmer, Emma 

Thomas. Emma began her PhD in October 2016 under the supervison of Dr 

Mark Riley. Emma will be closely observing farm groups over the next four 

years. Emma will record current feeling amongst the farming community to-

wards Agri-Environment schemes and payments, charting the changes that 

follow our training programmes and events. 

 

Chipping farmer, Ken Kelsall. Nov, 2016. 

Lights. Camera. Action. 

The retelling of RLT activities and events using recorded media creates the chance for media students from University Tech-

nical College in Salford and film making clubs to ‘Wow’ with their own compositions. Budding film producers and reviewers 

will help one another as the RRT teams up with those destined for Media City stardom.  Tutors at the University will incorpo-

rate media outputs from the RLT project as film-worthy subject material within their Media Studies course. Students will be 

required to complete films as part of their practical course assessment, with a dramatic opening night inviting all parties to 

celebrate and showcase their work with the public. 

 

How slow can you flow? 

With time, the 15 wetlands, and 30 riverside woodlands that we have devel-

oped will change riverscapes. More foliage, trees and shrubs will line the river 

banks. More in-river and marsh  plants will grow. Together, they will improve 

the amount of both rainfall and water flowing over the land. To measure this 

we installed water level loggers in streams at two places; one to measure the 

benefit of keeping cows out of rivers; the other from lowering trees into rivers. 

After scouting a range of sites for suitable test conditions and using equipment 

kindly donated from the University of Liverpool, the first rainfall and water 

level data has been recorded. We are also measuring the amount of sediment 

that washes off the land at each site. If large amounts of sediments build up on 

river beds they reduce the health of the river environment.  We will measure 

rainfall, water levels and sedimentation again once our work has finished to 

see if overland water flows have slowed and carries less sediment from the 

land. 

Seeing the woods through the teas 

Meetings, discussions and planning are an important part of partnership working. They help us to arrive at our combined ob-

jectives and address complex issues. With so many plans, and different objectives, how do we maximise delivery on the 

ground? We called in partnership management experts from Liverpool and the Open University to help answer this question.  

Early research shows that in all but one of our partners’ (35) management plans, there is a reference to water, but not all ref-

erences result in delivery for water, and often links between actions in the plans and the water environment are missed. As the 

RLT project bares fruit, the importance of water based objectives and integrated delivery is expected to raise in profile 

amongst partners. Beth Hammett, of the Open University, began her PhD in October and will track the development of the 

partnership over its course.  Through improved understanding of successful partnerships, more co-operative activities are ex-

pected and will be applied to other catchments.. 


